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This is a vocabulary test. You must choose the right word to go with each meaning. Write
the number of that word next to its meaning. Here is an example

1 business

2 clock part of a house

3 horse animal with four legs

4 pencil something used for writing

5 shoe

6 wall

Fig. 1. A Vocabulary Levels Test: Version 1 (Nation, 1990: 264-272)
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THE FOUR SKILFUL BROTHERS

THERE WAS once a poor man who had four sons, and when they were grown up, he said to them,
"My dear children, you must now go out into the world, for I have nothing to give you, so set
out, and go to some distance and learn a trade, and see how you can make your way.” So the four
brothers took their sticks, bade their father farewell, and went through the town—gate together.
When they had traveled about for some time, they came to a cross—way which branched off in four
different directions. Then said the eldest, “Here we must separate, but on this day in four

years, we will meet each other again at this spot, and in the meantime we will seek our fortunes.”

Then each of them went his way, and the eldest met a man who asked him where he was going,
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and what he was intending to do. ”“I want to learn a trade,” he replied. Then the other said,

s

“Come with me, and be a thief.” “No,” he answered, “that is no longer regarded as a reputable
trade, and the end of it is that one has to swing on the gallows.” “Oh,” said the man, “you
need not be afraid of the gallows; I will only teach you to get such things as no other man
could ever lay hold of, and no one will ever detect you.” So he allowed himself to be talked
into it, and while with the man became an accomplished thief, and so dexterous that nothing
was safe from him if he once desired to have it

The second brother met a man who put the same question to him— what he wanted to learn in
the world. ”I don’ t know yet,” he replied. “Then come with me, and be an astronomer; there is
nothing better than that, for nothing is hid from you.” He liked the idea, and became such a
skillful astronomer that when he had learnt everything, and was about to travel onwards, his
master gave him a telescope and said to him, “With that you can see whatsoever takes place either
on earth or in heaven, and nothing can remain concealed from you.”

A huntsman took the third brother into training, and gave him such excellent instruction
in everything which related to huntsman—ship, that he became an experienced hunter. When he
went away, his master gave him a gun and said, It will never fail you; whatsoever you aim at,
you are certain to hit.”

The youngest brother also met a man who spoke to him, and inquired what his intentions were.
"Would you not like to be a tailor?” said he. ”"Not that I know of,” said the youth; “sitting
doubled up from morning till night, driving the needle and the goose backwards and forwards,

” 7

is not to my taste.” “Oh, but you are speaking in ignorance,” answered the man; “with me you
would learn a very different kind of tailoring, which is respectable and proper, and for the
most part very honorable.” So he let himself be persuaded, and went with the man, and learnt
his art from the very beginning. When they parted, the man gave the youth a needle, and said,
“With this you can sew together whatever is given you, whether it is as soft as an egg or as
hard as steel; and it will all become one piece of stuff, so that no seam will be visible.”

When the appointed four years were over, the four brothers arrived at the same time at the
cross—roads, embraced and kissed each other, and returned home to their father. “So now,” said

he, quite delighted, “the wind has blown you back again to me.” They told him of all that had

happened to them, and that each had learnt his own trade. Now they were sitting just in front



of the house under a large tree, and the father said, “I will put you all to the test, and see
what you can do.”

Then he looked up and said to his second son, “Between two branches up at the top of this
tree, there is a chaffinch’s nest, tell me how many eggs there are in it.” The astronomer took
his glass, looked up, and said, “There are five.” Then the father said to the eldest, “Fetch
the eggs down without disturbing the bird which is sitting hatching them.” The skilful thief
climbed up and took the five eggs from beneath the bird, which never observed what he was doing,
and remained quietly sitting where she was, and brought them down to his father. The father
took them, and put one of them on each corner of the table, and the fifth in the middle, and
said to the huntsman, “With one shot you shall shoot me the five eggs in two, through the middle.”
The huntsman aimed, and shot the eggs, all five as the father had desired, and that at one shot.
He certainly must have had some of the powder for shooting round corners. “Now it’ s your turn,”
said the father to the fourth son; “you shall sew the eggs together again, and the young birds
that are inside them as well, and you must do it so that they are not hurt by the shot.” The
tailor brought his needle, and sewed them as his father wished. When he had done this the thief
had to climb up the tree again, and carry them to the nest, and put them back again under the
bird without her being aware of it. The bird sat her full time, and after a few days the young
ones crept out, and they had a red line round their necks where they had been sewn together
by the tailor.

"Well,” said the old man to his sons, ”I begin to think you are worth more than green clover;
you have used your time well, and learnt something good. I can’t say which of you deserves the
most praise. That will be proved if you have but an early opportunity of using your talents.”

Not long after this, there was a great uproar in the country, for the King' s daughter was
carried off by a dragon. The King was full of trouble about it, both by day and night, and caused
it to be proclaimed that whosoever brought her back should have her to wife. The four brothers
said to each other, “This would be a fine opportunity for us to show what we can do!” and resolved
to go forth together and liberate the King' s daughter. “I will soon know where she is,” said
the astronomer, and looked through his telescope and said, “I see her already, she is far away
from here on a rock in the sea, and the dragon is beside her watching her.”

Then he went to the King, and asked for a ship for himself and his brothers, and sailed



with them over the sea until they came to the rock. There the King’ s daughter was sitting and
the dragon was lying asleep on her lap. The huntsman said, “I dare not fire, I should kill the

” ”

beautiful maiden at the same time.” “Then I will try my art, ” said the thief, and he crept thither
and stole her away from under the dragon, so quietly and dexterously, that the monster never
remarked it, but went on snoring. Full of joy, they hurried off with her on board ship, and
steered out into the open sea; but the dragon, who when he awoke had found no Princess there,

followed them, and came snorting angrily through the air. Just as he was circling above the
ship, and about to descend on it, the huntsman shouldered his gun, and shot him to the heart

The monster fell down dead, but was so large and powerful that his fall shattered the whole
ship. Fortunately, however, they laid hold of a couple of planks, and swam about the wide sea.
Then again they were in great peril, but the tailor, who was not idle, took his wondrous needle,
and with a few stitches sewed the planks together, and they seated themselves upon them, and
collected together all the fragments of the vessel. Then he sewed these so skillfully together,
that in a very short time the ship was once more seaworthy, and they could go home again in
safety.

When the King once more saw his daughter, there were great rejoicings. He said to the four
brothers, “One of you shall have her to wife, but which of you it is to be you must settle among
yourselves.” Then a warm contest arose among them, for each of them preferred his own claim.
The astronomer said, “If I had not seen the Princess, all your arts would have been useless,
so she is mine.” The thief said, ”“What would have been the use of your seeing, if I had not
got her away from the dragon? So she is mine.” The huntsman said, “You and the Princess, and
all of you, would have been torn to pieces by the dragon if my ball had not hit him, so she
is mine.” The tailor said, “And if I, by my art, had not sewn the ship together again, you would
all of you have been miserably drowned, so she is mine.” Then the King uttered this saying,
“Each of you has an equal right, and as all of you cannot have the maiden, none of you shall
have her, but I will give to each of you, as a reward, half a kingdom. ” The brothers were pleased
with this decision, and said, “It is better thus than that we should be at variance with each
other.” Then each of them received half a kingdom, and they lived with their father in the
greatest happiness as long as it pleased God. - —

THE END
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1. bade 23.  huntsman 45, blown 67. maiden

2.  farewell 24. huntsmanship 46. chaffinch’s 68. thither
3. town—gate 25.  hunter 47. fetch 69. stole

4.  cross—way 26. youngest 48. disturbing 70. dexterously
5. branched 27. inquired 49. hatching 71. monster
6. eldest 28. tailor 50. corners 72. snoring
7. meantime 29.  doubled 51. sewed 73. steered
8.  fortunes 30. needle 52. climb 74. awoke

9. intending 31. goose 53. crept 75. Princess
10.  thief 32. backwards 54. necks 76. snorting
11. reputable 33. forwards 55. sewn 77. angrily
12. gallows 34. ignorance 56. clover 78. circling
13.  detect 35. tailoring 57. deserves 79. descend
14. dexterous 36. honorable 58. praise 80. shouldered
15. astronomer 37. parted 59. uproar 81. shattered
16.  hid 38. sew 60. King's 82. planks
17.  skillful 39. egg 61. dragon 83. swam

18.  learnt 40. seam 62. proclaimed 84. peril

19. onwards 41. cross—roads 63. whosoever 85. idle

20. telescope 42. embraced 64. liberate 86. wondrous
21. whatsoever 43. kissed 65. sailed 87. stitches
22. concealed 44, delighted 66. lap 88. fragments
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93.
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95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

vessel
skillfully
seaworthy
rejoicings
yourselves
arose
useless
miserably
drowned
uttered

reward

100. variance
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LENTT D, HODLEITIoTHDBT A NEZITDH L, HERHR>TNDEWN) ZERDT,

R0}

BEFROFAEOHRIZ, fERE L THIGEOHEZ B S R0FAED NS0 D LIV, J5ET#E
IFIERETH %, [SoRIRESCAIERSE) ZBEL T D54, FRROBIED 7201 TOEIC Dpk,
i LA AT D, AlEl Nation DHEET A MEZBR L7 40 AD 9 6 30 NI, StEHEEZEL
MR A T DI B R HEERNTTICH 5 Z L bhoTz, ZOEELFi2EEThuL, JekE
P HEE CEDIGENENT D 2 LI RETH D, & D 25%DFAICBE L TiE, Mo
ARV AT 245005 LB b DI D 08, FADOH ) 215 TIRK L <FRET 2 Lvuy,

SN0 RICZOREL DT L& T, B OSGEMIROBELICOWTE T, REEAE
ZHELTWDIZHE DD BT, FGENRE R ST W) FANRL W, R SOEFE) 13T
ThHholo L EA LT, AROBRUNS, BAROEA TR CRECHGEATE TR D & ) SR
BOWRE LA LTS, FEEBB A BT LW O BEFHOFAE R TH o7,

T D L0 SUENKYNIE L EGR T D FEB WD, SUERAIZ > T Ch 2Bl 2 e
WD TIEERD 2, HAIAZFICE 22 Th, BRI X 5 X 512702 2 L DI RERTITZ2 0
iy BEEBRETRAL, ERECEZ D X0k zdb b, SUEMRER > CREEHATE 5 &
NTFETHE L, EMICEZ D209 Z 8, JEEEBLIEERILZEThD, RMT 4T A
B —dS0E A TE 2 Th, IEMICSGEZE 5, B sGE 2 IO TOiUE, BARICIEREC
W % & 912705, IEMRBiE 2R A TR, BB GENET 5 K 912k b,
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1 HAERP AR OREEDOH R/ D, B bEFL LIcFEFIEE - THxcL LEb, A
SERUEIICADAEFEZTFEELWCLTLE ST L, HEOHMIIK LTS, JGEELFXIC
EHT, ot BRLIZNE VI KRFBIZ S WD K 5 A AR LoV Ciiiun vy, BiR T 50k
FEICI D & FARITIGED T EIT/0 D (Mason, 1997, &M, 2015) LHREFSNTVD, B BETFIC
IRoTHZEN R, BB BAICR>To L ZI, WU LD IR 20ITERICH DRV, 5F T,
FINTE NI L BHEDIRRE S AL TN D J1EZ S T (other references HZHR) | FAIL, 3£ Tt 58
DEE) AEEL, EECT B AREE TOEIRFIEE S > THRIGER TE 2 L 2 I%4E
DIGEREEED D OB ) ThH D,
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